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Division 55:  Heritage Council of Western Australia, $4 679 000 - 
Mr J.R. Quigley, Chairman.  

Mr F.M. Logan, Minister for Heritage 

Mr I. Baxter, Director. 

Mr E.A. Munro, Manager, Corporate Services. 

Mr M.G. Bradshaw, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for Housing and Works. 

Ms S.R. Dowling, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Housing and Works. 
The CHAIRMAN:  It is now 11.10 am, and divisions 55, 56 and 39, service 2, must be completed by 11.30 am 
in accordance with the orders.   
Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I refer to the total cost of the capital works program on page 947 and relate that to the 
topical situation with the Imperial Hotel in York.  What is the latest situation with that?  There should be money 
in the capital works program for that.  
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I thank the member for Murdoch.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The minister probably expected this question.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is a topical issue and one that is changing day by day, depending on Mr Lawless’s 
feelings.  As a result of the public threats by Mr Lawless two weeks ago to bulldoze the Imperial Hotel, which is 
a magnificent 108-year-old building that forms part of the heritage precinct in York, I issued a stop-work order 
against Mr Lawless and over the hotel after consultation with Mr Baxter of the Heritage Council.  I also spoke to 
Mr Lawless, because he had contacted my office and Mr Baxter.  I indicated to Mr Lawless the consequences of 
breaching that order, which are severe.  That information is in Hansard from when the member for Murdoch 
raised the issue with me.  Mr Lawless gave a commitment that he would not bulldoze the hotel and he agreed to 
meet and speak with Mr Baxter to find out whether the Heritage Council could assist him.  That occurred on the 
Tuesday of the following week.  Mr Baxter spoke to Mr Lawless on numerous occasions over that week and 
during the past week.  He has attempted to work with Mr Lawless on ways that we can assist him with heritage 
funding grants and in giving directions on insurance for his property.  I understand that the property is uninsured, 
which raises significant legal questions.  I will pass over to Mr Baxter in a minute.  Mr Lawless accepted that 
advice.  The Heritage Council is doing as much as it can to assist him in maintaining the building and in working 
on a program that will address the maintenance and protection of the heritage of the building.  Mr Lawless has 
again gone public through an article in The West Australian, indicating that he will put the building up for 
auction and basically move on from York.  Since publication of that article, he has been in contact with the 
Heritage Council and my office and has put a different point of view and made different threats about the 
building.  It seems to be a bit of a moving feast.  We are assisting him as much as he will allow us to in 
developing a heritage plan for the building and in determining the immediate things that need to be done for the 
upkeep and heritage protection of the building.  There are problems with Mr Lawless getting insurance.  Mr 
Baxter has spoken with him directly.  Perhaps Mr Baxter can provide a bit more information.   

Mr I. Baxter:  I am happy to elaborate.  We have endeavoured to put Mr Lawless in touch with at least six 
insurers.  We have been advised that he has contacted those insurers, but that none will insure him.  We have 
also been dealing with the Insurance Council of Australia Ltd, which is quite influential in brokering insurance 
arrangements.  However, the council has been unable to help him, which is quite an unusual situation.  I do not 
think the problem is related to the building; I will put it that way.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  He is a fairly volatile character.  I understand the situation.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  It is a very difficult situation.   

Mr I. Baxter:  We have encouraged him to submit a heritage grant application.  We have also undertaken a 
physical survey of the building.  I understand that there have also been some independent structural engineering 
checks by the local authority to ascertain the reasons for the cracking, which we do not believe is particularly 
serious when compared with most other buildings in York.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The issue of liability is raised if the building is not insured.  The Heritage Council, having 
listed the building, could in some way be implicated.   

Mr I. Baxter:  Not according to our legal advice.  It is a privately owned building.  There is no facility for 
government to insure a privately owned building in this sort of circumstance.  I took up that issue with the 
managing director of the Insurance Commission of Western Australia to ascertain whether there was any facility 
to do that.  He advised that there is not.   
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Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Do you require the building to be insured?   

Mr I. Baxter: No, we do not; we cannot.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  If the owner of the building is taking a risk, so be it?   

Mr I. Baxter:  Yes, it is the property owner’s risk, because we do not have custody of or any jurisdiction over 
the building itself.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  There is a significant problem, as the member is aware.  To operate uninsured is a very 
significant problem for Mr Lawless.  We know that to be the case because he has attempted to use the services of 
the Heritage Council of Western Australia to get insurance.  He has a real problem on his hands.  I think only he 
can address it.   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  I refer to the major initiatives for 2005-06 on page 946 of the Budget Statements, which 
states that the Heritage Grants Program will continue and details the focus of the Heritage Council’s assessment 
program for 2005-06.  Could the minister provide by way of supplementary information a list of the Heritage 
Grants Program for 2005-06?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  We will do that.  For the purposes of Mr Baxter and the council, I seek clarification of the 
question.  Is the member seeking a list of all the -  

Mr M.J. COWPER:  Of the grant applications that are programmed for the forthcoming year.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Is the member referring to the applications or the awards of grants?   

Mr M.J. COWPER:  What is listed for this year, so that next year we can tick them off.   
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  I wanted to make sure that we were referring to the same thing.  The supplementary 
information relates to the major initiatives for 2005-06 on page 946, which lists the Heritage Grants Program for 
2005-06.  If it would be helpful to the member, I advise that we have just closed the rounds for 2005-06, but we 
will provide a list of the successful recipients for the 2004-05 round, which is being rolled out this year.  
Obviously, we will not know until later the successful recipients for 2005-06.   
[Supplementary Information No B33.] 
[11.20 am] 
Mr M.J. COWPER:  I require a bit more clarification on that point.  I have been trying to ascertain from the 
budget papers certain initiatives that were promised for my electorate.  The only place I can find a reference on 
page 932, in the housing and works division, where mention is made of the heritage and conservation planning 
and works 2005-06 program with an estimated cost of $250 000.  Has that been listed separately, as opposed to 
what is mentioned on page 946? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That would be a Department of Housing and Works program for its own use. 
Mr M.J. COWPER:  Does it have nothing to do with any heritage-listed buildings? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  No. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer the minister to the controlled income statement on page 947 and the income 
items “user charges and fees” and “other revenue”.  The estimated actual figure for “other revenue” is $85 000 
and for 2005-06 it goes down to $4 000, as well as for the out years.  Can the minister explain what this 
represents and why the decrease? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The member is referring to the figure of $85 000 for other revenue.  The reduction to $4 000 
for 2005-06 and the out years relates to the funding that is provided by the councils for regional advisers; that is, 
employment and accommodation. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Does the minister mean local governments? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Yes.  Local governments normally provide that amount of $80 000.  That is still subject to 
negotiation between the Heritage Council and the Western Australian Local Government Association.  
Negotiations are proceeding quite favourably, but the decision by WALGA and its affiliated councils to provide 
that $80 000 has not been finalised, so we cannot put it in the budget. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Therefore, some of that is not a cash item.  The minister referred to accommodation. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN:  As the operations manager, Mr Baxter will provide the full details. 
Mr I. Baxter:  I clarify that this is a partnership arrangement between the Heritage Council of WA and a number 
of local authorities in Western Australia, whereby they contribute on a 50-50 basis to regional heritage advisory 
services.  Their allocation is made on an annual basis.  We have to negotiate the figures for next financial year 
with them. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Friday, 10 June 2005] 

 p503b-505a 
Chairman; Mr Trevor Sprigg; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Murray Cowper; Mr John Castrilli 

 [3] 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  Is that on a cash basis? 
Mr I. Baxter:  Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN:  There are two more divisions to deal with in five minutes.  Is it appropriate to put 
appropriation for this division? 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


